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“ ^ FORT WORTH — The presiding 
judge of the Fort Worth Court of 
' ; ’Civil Appeals said Monday it “could 

— hand down a decision in three, or 
’>-Jour months” if attorneys appeal a 
.. -^decision by state Dist. Judge James 

— E. Wright in the controversy over 
.'the Lee Harvey Oswald grave. 

Wright ruled Friday that pathol- 
~ ogists cannot open the grave in 
• -' Rose Hill Cemetery and order a 
. Sh ew autopsy. Wright said his tem- 
porary order would remain in ef- 
>7 feet pending further legal proceed- 
ings. 

Chief Justice Frank Massey of 
the appeals court said state laws 
'J would require the court to give the 





case a priority setting if it ia ap- 
pealed. 

“We must give precedence to 
temporary orders designed to pre- 
serve the status quo,” Massey said. 
“As a result, we would provide for 
early arguments in this contro- 
versy if it should reach us. We 
could hand down a decision in 
three or four months, but it would 
take at least that long.” 

Michael Eddowes, a British au- 
thor, must decide whether he will 
appeal Wright's order. 

Eddowes has two other options. 
He could give up his legal fight to 
open the grave, or he could ask 
Wright to schedule an early trial. 

Eddowes contends an autopsy 


would show Oswald is not in the 
grave. Instead, he charges, it holds 
a Soviet secret agent who posed as 
Oswald before President Kennedy 
was assassinated in Dallas Nov. 22, 
1963. 

The appeals court ruled earlier 
this year that Eddowes lacked legal 
standing to force an exhumation. 
Then Oswald's widow, Marina 
Oswald Porter, gave her consent to 
open the grave. 

Wright, in a 7-page opinion is- 
sued last week, ruled Mrs. Porter's 
consent is not sufficient to permit 
exhumation when other members 
of Oswald’s family object. 

Robert Oswald, a brother, op- 
poses the exhumation and asked 


4 months 

'Wright to order the grave kept 
closed. 

Wright said bodies should not 
be disinterred unless u a necessity 
or compelling reason” exists. And, 
he said, neither Eddowes nor Mrs. 
Porter has shown such a reason. 

Eddowes now faces an uphill 
battle. Comments by the appeals 
court judges during a hearing ear- 
lier this year showed they had 
strong reservations about ordering 
the grave opened. One suggested 
Eddowes was interested in gaining 
publicity that would help sell a 
book he had written about his the- 
ory of the assassination. 

Eddowes has denied that sugges- 
tion. 


